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of Yesterday, Shapin dets of oay
with the Syllabus of Tomorrow!"

I stumbled upon this quote while prepping for a session
on teaching methods, and I have to say, I disagree!.

There are no 'teachers of yesterday 'we're all in a constant
state of transformation, trying to keep pace with the ever-
evolving world of education. Teaching methods have evolved
from chalkboards to Wi-F1, and in the process, the teacher has
transformed into a full-fledged educator. While 'teacher' sounds
quite straightforward, 'educator' comes with a more complex
and multifaceted connotation. Forget about the endless debates
over educational policies and curriculum changes—Ilet’s focus
on how the very essence of a teacher has transformed.




from the classic chalk-wielder to the modern educational guru,
drawing on my personal experiences.

Transformation 1.The Emergence of the Facilitator

Gone are the days when teachers were seen as monarchs
and walking encyclopedias. Back then, they effortlessly tackled
complex topics with nothing but their expertise and a trusty
chalkboard no PowerPoint presentations needed!

Today, teaching has become a breeze with the help of
various gadgets and teachers are seen less as mere sources of
information and more as mentors who support and encourage
students in their learning journey. This transition from "sage on
the stage" to "guide by the side" has been a relief for us; after
all, the 1dea of having to know everything was as intimidating
as diagnosing a rare disease from a pile of vague symptoms.

Transformation 2:Tech Savvy Educator

Incorporating technology into the classroom sounded
like a brilliant idea until I actually tried it. My first attempt
at using animation videos in my PowerPoint felt more like a
scene from a sci-fi movie gone horribly wrong. The animations
kept freezing, and my grand plans to impress everyone as a




cutting-edge tech guru came crashing down. I soon realized
that teaching 1s just as much about learning from my students
as it 1s about educating them.

The real lesson? Your students are usually way better at
tech than you are. So when they casually suggest, "Have you
tried turning 1t off and on again?" you’d better take that advice
seriously!

But despite their tech skills, students still seem to crave a
blend of the classic chalkboard and modern technology. So, the
transformation 1sn’t a complete overhaul; 1t's about learning
new skills while sharpening the old ones. It’s not just about
replacing the chalkboard it's about enhancing it with technology
to create a richer, more dynamic learning experience.

Transformation 3:Revamping the “teacher look”

Every teacher develops a signature "look" over time, perfected
in the trenches of the classroom where words sometimes fall
short but a raised eyebrow can convey a thousand messages. As
teaching evolved with the advent of small group discussions,
role-playing exercises, and AETCOM sessions, the teacher's




signature look underwent a notable transformation. To keep
young minds engaged and motivated, the modern educator
often morphs into a game show host, encouraging students to
buzz in with answers and awarding credit points for insightful
comments. suddenly the line between education and entertainment
begins to blur.

But the switch from the classic "teacher look" to “game
show host” mode is surprisingly versatile both styles are essential
to keep the class in check. Otherwise, the students might just
turn the classroom into their own amusement park ride!

Transformation 4:Educator to Mentor

The transformation from educator to mentor 1s quite the
puzzle who can really figure out what makes these young
adults tick?

One skill that definitely comes with the territory 1s the
art of listening. Teachers are often known for their speaking
prowess, but educators need to master the delicate balance of
being great listeners. Students don’t always want solutions;
sometimes they just need someone who’s ready to hear their
story without judgment.

It’s a comforting thought to know you were once a good
Samaritan for your students, even 1f they now keep you 1n the




background like a beloved but underappreciated side character!
The journey from educator to mentor 1s a rollercoaster of
emotional highs and lows, but hey, the essence of being a
teacher is all about mastering the art of transformation and
dodging life's curveballs with a bit of flair and humor.

Reflecting on two decades of teaching, you quickly realize
this job requires more than just a solid grasp of your subject.
It demands patience, creativity, adaptability, and a hefty dose
of humor. There are days when you question if you're making
any impact, only to have a former student swing by years later
to reminisce about your “hot seat sessions” for sleepy heads.
That’s when 1t hits you: being a teacher i1sn’t just a job; it’s a
wonderfully unpredictable adventure.

Today’s teachers are living proof that, no matter how much
the classroom evolves, the heart of teaching the drive to inspire,
educate, and make a difference stays strong.And if they can
handle switching from chalkboards to smartboards, then there
really are no "teachers of yesterday."

So let's reframe the quote:

it's all about the teacher of today, the student of today,
and of course, the syllabus of tomorrow.

Dr. Biju Bahuleyan,
Prof. Physiology
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